
 I hope everyone had a 
happy Memorial Day holiday.   

 
We have 
been quite 
busy here 

at Nathan 
Alan get-

ting ready to tackle the new 
office renovation.   Nate is 
busy with his crew on a few 

new bathroom renovation 
jobs and Courtney has been 
spending most of her time 
lately showing prospective 

buyers homes around the 
Central Indiana area. 

Nate, 

 I would like to freshen up and up-

date some of the colors of my house.  I 

have not been paint shopping for awhile 

and was quite overwhelmed with all the 

new products on the market today.  Can 

you give me a brief explanation of what 

to look for?  I know what colors I want. 

-Colleen 

 

There are indeed many 

new options when it 

comes to paint these 

days.  Probably the lat-

est in terms of the paint makeup is the 

VOC issue.  I have highlighted this in the 

green corner below because there was so 

much to tell.  The finishes of paints have 

also changed in terms of durability.  For 

instance, you can purchase some flat or 

eggshell finish paints now that are scrub-

bable just like their satin/semi-gloss 

counterparts.  One other new paint prod-

uct you may see is the primer included in 

the paint.  An all-in-one if you will.  I still 

have mixed feelings about using this. 

                     “Ask Nate!”        

“If you have any family, friends, or loved ones 
looking to buy or sell a home, 

or upgrade their kitchen or baths, 
please give them our names!” 

If you know of 

someone who 

would appreciate 
our services,  

please call  

or text us. 

 
 

 
Current Mortgage Rates 

6/2/10  
 

  30 yr fixed      4.90%  

 

  15 yr fixed      4.32%  

 
   5/1 ARM       3.77%  

Design T ip  

Greetings,               

        News 
               J U N E  2 0 1 0  

Do NOT Make This Mistake... 

Visit Us At:  

www.nathan-alan.com 

 
Ph: 317.201.0049  

 

nate@nathan-alan.com 

courtney@nathan-alan.com 

 

At Nathan Alan we come to your 

home with samples of cabinetry 
finish colors.  

 

All colors and finishes are fully 

customizable and can be matched 
to anything you wish. 

 

     Indy Ranked                         Again 

 
For nearly five years now, the Indianapolis-Carmel market has ranked 
as the number one most affordable major housing market in the 
country. The latest ranking released May 20 by the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders/Wells Fargo Housing Opportunity Index puts 
the Indy area at number one yet again, this time sharing the spotlight 
with Youngstown-Warren-Boardman Ohio-Pa. In both areas, almost 95 
percent of all homes sold were affordable to households earning the 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ wŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ here.  

GREEN CORNER 

Typical household paint contains up to 10,000 chemicals, of which 300 are known 
toxins and 150 have been linked to cancer.  Some of the most harmful chemicals 
found in paint are volatile organic compounds , or VOCs.  
VOCs are unstable, carbon-containing compounds that readily vaporize into the air. 
When they enter the air, they react with other elements to produce ozone.  
As paint dries, these harmful VOCs are released into the air at high levels. Indoor 
VOC levels are routinely 10 times higher than outdoor levels, and up to 1,000 times 
higher immediately after painting.   
 

HOWEVERé 
 
The US government has exempted acetone and ammonia --two very toxic chemicals --
from regulations as VOC's (even though European governments recognize them as 
VOC's) because they do not contribute to smog formation.  These toxic ingredients 
have found their way into zero VOC formulations of major manufacturers --safe from 

government regulation --without concern for their effect on users.  

Consider also the difference between ethylene glycol and propylene glycol .  The 
former is essentially anti -freeze and is used in the paint industry to provide freeze -
thaw resistance and a "wet edge."   It is a VOC and is extremely toxic.  Propylene Gly-
col, on the other hand, is also a VOC and can be used for the same purposes, but has 
no indicia of toxicity.  No skin sensitization hazard, no inhalation hazard, no toxicity 
hazard. Paints made with ethylene glycol and those made with propylene glycol both 

have VOC's yet one is poison and one is benign. 

 

What is Zero or Low VOC Paint? 
 

Is it really safe? 

άI wish I had checked the color of the painted cabinets I selected in 

the actual light of my kitchen, not in the lighting of the store. I 
thought I was getting a cream finish and instead the cabinets are 
beige. Considering that cabinets are a major component of a kitchen 
remodel, I would have rather taken samples home and viewed them 
in the environment in which I planned to install them, but it was not 

an option given to me.έ 
-From a consumer of cabinets purchased at a big box store 

Check 
This 
Out! 

http://www.nathan-alan.com/
mailto:nate@nathan-alan.com?subject=April%20Hot%20Homes
http://www.news.mibor.com/l.jsp?d=559.85385.781.88uFFQFYIcNm_o_b8zYYn0Q..A

